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x: may be uſeful. and \-ſatiafaQtory. to explain to 
the fablcriders of the charity ſchools, and t pub- 
lie, the motive, Paas, and n of theſe eſta- 


bliſhments, FÞ 7 3 


Among the bigher and middle rapks of our citi- 


ens, the female principles and behaviour are in a 


high degree virtuous and irreproachable. They | 
probably were neyer more exe at any time or 


place. The conduct af the women of the loweſt 
claſs is a wretched contraſt to this character. 80 
ſtriking a difference appears to 3 if not 
A 2x 5 


entir cly,. * 


— 
* 
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entirely, from their different mode of education. 
The former are early inſtructed in religious and 
moral principles, in uſeful ſkill, and induſtrious ha- 
bits: The latter are brought up in utter ignorance 
and idleneſs. It had been obſerved, by thoſe who 
viſit the habitations of the poor, that their children, 
even their daughters, were deſtitute, to a very aſto- 
niſhing degree, of every uſeful employment. On 
this conſideration, a working-ſchool, for poor girls, 
was lately eſtabliſhed in St. John's pariſh, where the 
ſuſpicion of their ignorance was fully proved by facts. 
Though the girls ſent to this ſchool were from nine 
to thirteen years of age, yet ſo large a proportion of 
them as three fourths could not few at all, and not 
one of the beſt could ſew ſo well as to make a ſin- 
gle article of dreſs. They were equally ignorant of 
knitting and ſpinning. Being thus wretchedly un- 
ſcilful in the common and moſt uſeful arts of life, 
they are plainly diſqualified for domeſtic ſervants, 
and for moſt other offices in ſociety, and have 
few means in their power to earn an honeſt mainte- 
nance, Some people ſtrangely doubt the propriety 


and utility of teaching the poor to read, but all 


muſt allow the advantages, and even the urgent ne- 
ceſſity of inſtructing them to work. 55 

At the general enumeration of the inhabitants, 
chere were 4486 children, of both ſexes, under 15 
years old, in the nine pariſhes of the city of Chef- 
ter, of whom 970 were in St. John's Pariſh ; that 
is, between one-fourth and one-fifth of the whole. 
We found, upon trial, that one day-ſchool of for- 
ty was fully ſufficient to. teach all the poor girls in. 
St. John's Pariſh, who were of a proper age for 
inſtruction, and unemployed. From theſe facts, it 
appeared, that four ſchools, conſiſting of 40 girls 
each, to be taught for four years, would nearly 
comprehend all the poor objects who would require 
charitable aſſiſtance for their education. It was 


propoſed that the girls ſhould change their ſchool 
4 5 | every 


s : 


every year ; beſides bei; 18 tought to uy at all the X 
ſchook, and brought uw church twice every Sun- 
day, it was intended that they fhould learn in the 


firſt to knit, in the ſecond 'to fpin, in the third 
to ſew, and in the fourth to waſh and get up linen. 
The ſchools were to be ſituated, as nearly as may 
be, within a quarter of a- mile. of the centre of 


the city, that the ſcholars might, without incon- 
venience, go, each year, to a different ſchool: By 
this arrangement. each girl might have the benefit 


of the b inſtruction, being taught, by each miſ- 
treſs, the art in which ſhe is moſt. ſkilful, as the 
beſt knitter, ſpinner, ſewer, and waſher. The 


Proper age for fuch inſtruction would be, previous 


to their going out to fervice, as from nine to thir- 
teen, or rather older. On this plan, 160 would 


be educated, If to theſe be added the eight poor 
girls already fed, clothed, and inſtructed, by a ſes 
parate and eſtabliſhed charity, the total number wa 


— 


ing 168, there would be 42, whofe education m She | 
ird 


be annually wy 11 which are exactly one t 
of the whole; for it appears from Dr. Price's ob; 


ſervations (vol. 2. p. 111.) that there are 126 girls 1 


nine years of age, in Cheſter. The number 


thoſe of ten, eleven, and twelve, does not mate- _ 
rially differ, making in the whole 504 ; and as more 


than two thirds of the whole namber of children 
are the offspring of perſons whoſe property renders 
them not objects of charity, reducing them to 168, 
as mentioned above, four eh ſchools are therefor 
ſufficient for the whole population of this city. 


of 
Such was he original intention, and it 1s likely 
to be accompliſhed with a degree of ſucceſs which 
muſt be extremely pleaſing to the ſubſcribers, and 


to 'all the friends of bumanity, The pe | 


ſpinning, and ſewing fchools, of forty girls eac 
have been very regularly attended, By their indif. 

and ſkill each ſcholar daily earns ſomething, 
; and by their own work many wil} be enabled to 
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clothe themſelves 1 their fellow- citizens will ſoon 


ſee the moſt meritorious dreſſed in the ſame uni- 


form, the induſtry of their own hands. This is 
a preſent benefit to the poor children, and affords 
a pleaſing proſpect of advantages to every future 
day of their lives. No difficulty has occurred in 
ſupplying work for the knitters and ſpinners; but 
employment for the ſewers has been much more 


_ difficult to obtain: And, on this occaſion, we ſo- 


lieit all well-wiſhers to the inſtitution to ſupply the 
ſewing-ſchool with plain work, both coarſe and fine, 


as the different ſcholars have acquired various de- 


grees of proficiency in ſewing: whatever is intruſt- 


ed to their care will be executed neatly, and on 
moderate terms. Indeed this defect has lately been, 


in ſome degree, ſupplied by the lady- viſitors, whoſe 


kindneſs, care, and beneficence to the poor girls, 


whom they ſuperintend, ought to be acknowledged 
in terms of the warmeſt gratitude. Their huma- 
nity being touched by the ragged objects thus col- 


lected from the moſt indigent of their felow-citi- 


zens, out of their own private and ſeparate boun- 
ty, they have, with compaſſionate generoſity, clothed 


great numbers. of theſe half-naked girls, with 


gowns, petticoats, as well as every other article 


of dreſs; and all, except ſhoes and ſtockings, were 


made at the ſewing-ſchool. To a few of the moſt 


deftitute they have allowed a weekly penſion to re- 


lieve the hungry with food. They watch, with 
earneſt ſolicitude, all their improvements in reading, 
working, and behaviour. We have thus the faireſt 
hopes to behold the young generation growing up 


in habits and ſkill to obtain an honeſt and comfort- 


able maintenance, and training up in the beſt prin- 
ciples of morahty and religion. Our aim is, to fit 


them for their humble ſtation, to be happy in them- 
| ſelves, and uſeful to the community, as good ſer- 


vants, wives, and mothers. However, we cannot 
reaſonably hope to work a perfect reformation of 


manners in the preſent ſcholars. The pernicious 
E | 85 example 
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example of their own family and neighbours will, 


undoubtedly, in ſome degree, countervail our in- 
ſtructions. When the preſent ſcholars become mo- 
thers, we may expect much greater improvement 
in their children, as a domeſtic pattern will add 
great influence to the benefit of a good education. 
In this view, we may fairly expect a gradual im- 
provement in future generations. 8 | 

Some difficulty has ariſen in ſupplying the ſewers 
with work, and ſtill greater may occur in obtaining 


employment for a ſchool to waſh and get up linen: 


this part of the plan has not hitherto been attempt- 
ed; it will remain for the future confideration of 
the ſociety whether ſuch a ſchool can be eftabliſhed, 
or whether three years' education in three ſchools 
will be deemed” ſufficient. On either plan, the 
propoſed number of 42 girls will annually receive 
their education. et Fe 

As. our Sunday-ſchools are conducted on the 
ſame plan as in other places, they require no par- 


ticular explanation. All the poor children who of- 


fer are received: And all well-wifhers to the im- 
provement and reformation of the poor are requeſt- 
ed to inquire among their neighbours'and depen- 
dents, whether there are any ſo ignorant and aban- 
doned as to negle& the offered kindneſs, The moſt 


deſerving girls among the Sunday-ſchools are regu- 


larly elected into the working-ſchools. Though 
the boys have not fo regular a ſucceſſion into their 


day- ſchool, yet as every reſident ſubſcriber to the 
latter is alſo a ſuberiber to the former ſchool, and 


equally. intereſted in the ſucceſs of both inſtitutions, 
for the education of poor children, they who have 


attended the Sunday-ſchools with the greateſt re. 


gularity, have eafily. obtained an appointment to 


the day-ſchools, when they arrive at a proper age. 


After theſe boys have been inſtructed for two years 
in their day-ſchool, the moſt meritorious, compre- 
hending about one-half of the day-ſcholars,” are 


elected into the Blue-coat Hoſpital, where they 


not 


2} 
not only receive inſtruction, but food, clothes, and 


complete maintenance, for two years, and, on com- 
Phlianee with the rules of the charity, an appren- 
tice fee, when their education is finiſhed. This 
election, according to merit, has an excellent ef- 
fect, in exeiting their emulation, and in ſecuring 
their obedience. As all the reſident fubſcribers to 
the blue-ſchool for girls are alfo ſupporters, and 
many af them zealous ſupporters, of the any * 
and working-ſchools, it is highly probable, that 
when no orphan, or other object of peculiar dif, 
treſs, folicks their ton. they. will. often ſe- 
lect, for one. year, the moſt neceflitous and beſt. 
behaved girls, who have attended the working- 
fchoals for two ox three years. This charitable 
inſtitution, is jughcioully conducted, and beſtows 
food, e ade and complete maintenance, 
as well as the moft uſeful inſtruction: the hopes 
of meriting ſuch a reward would have a very ex- 
tenſwe and beneficial e over both mc chil; 5 
dren and their parents. i ar at 4 | 


No perſon ſubſcribes more Ray 8 a dum 
which may be well afforded by every family in 
eaſy circumſtances. In others of more opulence, 
ſeveral individuals. of the. ſame family are ſubſeri- 
bers. Beſides about 450 erown | ſubſcriptions, 
there have been many very . generous benefaQions, 
which, at the commencement of the inſtitution, 
were peculiarly E to ſopply the mn of 
books, Wheels, forms, &c. . 5 


Dur late excellent pretate, the preſent Dit: op of 
e Pg not only gave his fan&ion to the original 
propofal, by preaching a fermon, with perſnafive 
energy ang fervent 15 to recommend the plan, 
whieb, from ite novelty, might might expect: to ee ies 
various objeftions ; kg fo heartily did he approve, 
the eltablihment, as generoufly to beftow the profits = 


of its publication, with: another denefactivn, upon 
e ee | . 1 % 


Thus, at the various charity ſchools, now fairly 
eſtabliſned, all the poor boys and girls in Cheſter 

are invited to receive an excellent education. The 

Sunday-ſchools gladly: admit all who afk for inſtrue- 

tion. From this general ſource, the hey, 577 
"for girls and the day-ſchools for boys are fupplied. 

Theſe children, in ſueceſſion, according to their 

wants and their merits, are promoted into the blue- 

ſchools for boys, and, probably, for girls, where 
they are completely maintained, as well as inſtruct- 

ed. No proper objects want a friend, unleſs their 
parents are guilty of the moſt blameable negligence; 

indeed the moſt abandoned wiſh inſtructions for their 

offspring. From theſe inſtitutions, we may reaſon- 

ably hope to behold the riſing generation daily im- 

prove in ſkill, induſtry, honeſty, fidelity, and the 

various virtues which generally reſult from a good 
education. e v oa 
NUMBER OP THE SCHOLARS. 

'The blue-bo J . — 1 5 

The blue-g le 5 9 F 
The day-{choo] of boys 120 
The working-ſchool of girls >» 120 e 

The Sunday-ſchools are N 5 ds 


Fg 


but ſometimes conta 550 
Tall 1: - Ba 


GENERAL RULES 
 Reſpefting the Sunday and Working-Schools, eſ- 
'  tabliſhed by charitable contributions in the 

City of Cheſter, on the 25th day of March, 
. F787. „ SOITE WHR Vie F" | 


1 I, The chief management and direction of all 
theſe ſchools ſhall be veſted in a committee of twen- 
ty perſons, nine of whom ſhall be the reſident offi- 
| ciating clergy of the nine pariſhes within the city 
| of Cheſter, of the treaſurer and ſecretary, and of 

nine 


HO 


nine other perſons, who ſhall be choſen by ballot 
from the whole number of ſubſcribers, by the ma- 


jority of them, who ſhall be preſent at a general 
mg, which ſhall be held on the ; 


meet 
in April, i in every yean. : 


II. The Committee mall meet en the: firſt Wed- 


neſday in every month, at twelve o'clock, at the Blue. 
coat ' Hoſpital, in Cheſter,” and three of them (if 
more ſhall not attend) ſhall be a fuſficient number to 
procecd to the buſineſs: of theſe inſtitutions. 


III. The Sunday-ſchools are to inſtruct the chil | 


dren in reading, and in tbe firlt principles of the 
Chriſtian religion j and the working-fchools are far- 


Th ther to inſtrud the girls — in ſewing plain work, Knits, 


ting, ſpinning, waſhing, and getting vp linen. 


. IV. Ne children hall be admitted into the gud- 
of fix years; nor amy 
under the age of nine 


_ day-ſehools under the a 
girls into the working-ſc 

ears, at the leaſt. And, as vacancies ſhall happen 
in the working-ſchodls, thoſe girls who ſhall appear 
to the commixtee to be maſt. defervmg amang the 
Sunday ſcholars,” and who have attended the moſt 


regularly, ſhall have the preference to Tupply. - 


them. - - 


v. The children admitted into all the fchools ſhall 
conſtantly attend the public worſhip of the · eſtabliſn- 
ed church, every Sabbath day, according to the di- 
rections of thoſe perſons who ſhall be appointed viſit- 

ors of theſe reſpective ſchools. + 


VI. A viſitor for each pariſh, or for uch pariſhes 
whardin there is a Sunday-ſchool, ſhall be chofen 


quarterly out of the committee preſent at the month. 


ly meetings, and three other perſons ſhall be cho- 
ſen viſitors, -in the vhs manner aud at the — 
time. IN 4 


VII. The four tadies, managers of the Be ebat 


Girts School, together with eight other ladies, ſub- 


en ty to de named n year ud the commit - 


tee, 


r 


2 ö a PL 


proof of ſuch d 


the year, they 'ſhall be ſupplied in like mann 


72 0% 


ta and aſterwurds by the viſitors of the preced- 


ing year, the firſt Wedneſday in May, ſhall be re- 
grate as viſitors er managers of the working- 
ools.: 2 9 : 


VIII. The viſitors ſhall provide proper boo 


and other neeeſſaries for the*uſe of the ſcholars, ani 
ſhall have power to remove any teacher, and to ex- 
el any ſcholar, for the want of proper qualification, 
ber diſobedience, or for any groſs act of miſbehaviour; 
but the teacher ſo removed, and the parents of the 
child or children ſo expelled, may appeal to the 
committee at any monthly meeting, when, upon 
roof iſqualification being removed, or of 
ſuch diſobedience, or other miſbehaviaur . duly re- 
2 of, the committee may, if they ſhall think 
fit, recommend them to be again taken into the 


IX. The viſitors ſhall enter minutes of their pro- 
ceeding, in books to be provided 'for that purpoſe, 
which ſhall be laid before the committee at each 
monthly meeting. : | 


X. Afﬀeer three years from the commencement 
of the ſchool, namely, in March, 1790, all the 
working ſcholars ſhall be admitted for the firſt 
year into the knitting, for the ſecond into the 
ip inning, and for the third into the ſewing 
shool. And ' as - vacancies ſhall Happen, during 


from the ſchools in the above order, accordin 


to the priority of the admiſſion of ſuch ſcholars, 


of which an -exat. regiſter ſhall be kept. The 


lady viſitors ſhall direct, in the mean time, what 


2 of the ſcholars ſhall be removed to 
XI. A wegiſter of the work done by the girls 
ſhall be kept and ſhewn to the : comtnittee at SA | 


meeting ; the profit of their work ſhall be divided 


equally between the miſtreſs and the girl who earns 
it; the girl's ſhare to be laid out in ſtuff, check, 
: | &c. 
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ke. Ger govns, aprons, &c. for her own uſe, of a 
peculiar kind and colour, ſo as to make their merit 

enerally conſpicuous ; and each girl in the working 
ar ſnall have a green bonnet given her annually, 


3 each ſchool * a ren . ri- 


band. 


Wd 415 Fach Sunday and working-ſhool tall con- 


tain forty ſcholars. 


XIII. The girls ſhall go to the . 
at ſeven o'clock in the morning from Lady-day to 
Michaelmas, and at eight o'clock from Michaelmas 
to Lady-day, and continue in the ſchool till twelve 


o'clock, and go again at one o*clock in the after- 
noon, and continue till ſix o'clock in the ſummer, 
and till four o' clock in the winter; they ſhall be 
allowed eight holidays at Chriſtmas, and every Sa- 
turday afternoon, and at no other times, woo the 
_ Tpecial leave of a viſitor. . 


XIV. The children of the Hunday-ſchools, ſhall 


2, attend at nine o'clock in the morning, 'and at 


one in the afternoon, and continue till the time of - 
Aivine ſervice, and be taught for two hours im- 


ep after -divine ſervite' in the afternoon. | 


- XV. The names of the ſcholars in all the ar 
Thall be written in a book, and called over each 
morning and evening, by che teachers, who ſhall 
mark the abſentees.; which book ſhall be ſhewn 
to the viſitors, who ſhall enquire, into the cauſe 
of ſuch abſence, and ſhall reprove or even expel 
ſuch ſcholar, as the caſe may ſeem to require. 


XVI. The teachers of all the ſchools ſhall begin 
2 finiſh. the duties of the day with a ' ſuitable 
prayer to be fixed upon by the viſitors,” in which 


the children ſhall join, as they ſhall be en in 


2 decent and devout mannner. 0 i. 
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